
  

 

  

  

Welcome 
 

�� ell it’s certainly been a lovely 
warm start to the spring so 

let’s hope this smashing weather can 
last out until we’re all ready to go off 
on our summer holidays.  
 
 
 

The Arts and Craft Groups, Music 
Group and Youth Club that have 
been developed by BDRC over the 
past 12 months and that run here at 
the Centre, continue to prove  very  
popular with our service users with 
each group seeing a greater take up 
of it’s service. 
 
 
 

There have been a few changes here 
at the Centre since our last edition, 
with some new services and faces 
coming on board to help us continue 
the work we do here at the BDRC on 
behalf of all disabled people. We 
hope you all enjoy catching up on all 
our latest News inside this Spring  
Edition.  
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Planning and Regeneration  
Service Project  

 

�� DRC and BITA PATHWAYS will 
be working in partnership to 

support beneficiaries with mental 
ill health from South Birmingham 
on a brand new project starting 
this month.  
 

All beneficiaries will benefit from 
in-house training at BDRC and 
BITA PATHWAYS and will be         
supported to access training            
opportunities at external training 
providers and other disability         
organisations.   
 

Employment ready beneficiaries 
will  be supported in job-matching, 
CV writing, and interview  
preparation.  If you are interested 
in taking part, please contact   
Mohammed Vaseem at the BDRC.  

 
 

Free I T Training 
 

The BDRC is proud to announce the start 
of supported IT Training at the  

Centre. The training is delivered by  
Care First on Tuesday and Fridays  

Between 10am– 3pm.  
 

For Details contact Mohammed Vaseem 
on 

 0121789 7365 / Minicom 01217899230 



 

 

New Business Development  
Manager at BDRC 

 

Hi my name is Alan 
Cornfield and I 
started working at 
the Birmingham   
Disability  
Resource Centre on 

April 23rd 2007 as the Business       
Development Manager. The main         
remit of my role will be to develop  
opportunities and create business 
contracts to contribute to the overall 
sustainability of the organisation.  
Previously I worked as the                
Operations Manager for The Initiative 
for Social Entrepreneurs who are 
based in Birmingham. I have worked 
in a number of organisations over the 
last 25 years but the general theme of 
my work has always been developing 
opportunities around employment for 
individuals and looking at developing 
organisations. 
 

I look forward to meeting many of you 
in the future.   

 

BDRC Says Goodbye to  
Katie Webb 

 

It was with great sadness that we 
here at the BDRC said Goodbye to  
Katie Webb, the Connexions PA who 
for over three years had been based 
here at the Centre. Katie will be best 
remembered for all her dedication 
and hard work with our younger  
service users in helping many of them 
find their place in education,  
employment, training and in society 
generally. Katie will be greatly missed 
and I’m sure you’ll all join us in  
wishing her every success for the         
future. 

 

Matrix Success 
 

The BDRC has successfully retained 
the Matrix Award for an additional 3 
years following the review against the 
quality standards in April. 
 

The review highlighted the high  
standard of support services available 
for Service Users at the BDRC. It also 
demonstrated BDRC’s commitment to 
continuous development to maintain 
quality and improve its services.   
 

The hard work by all the staff 
members at BDRC was recognised in 
the positive feedback given by the 
service users. The Feedback was  
perhaps best summed up by one of 
our Service Users who stated: 
 

“They help you look for things and 
really understand the implications, 
theirs is a people game, not a  
numbers game. Being comfortable 
with them helped me explore the right 
avenues”.  
 

New Project 
 

The Learning and Skills Council has  
contracted BDRC to deliver Floor  
Target Action Plan Skills Coaching 
activity. The project will provide 
Information Advice and Guidance 
support to disabled people living in 
Washwood Heath, Nechells and 
Aston wards. 
 

The project will provide support in 
identifying skill gaps and assist  
beneficiaries to find the most effective 
and efficient route to improve  
Employability. For further information 
please contact Hayley Ridewood or 
John Ellis in the Employment and 
Training office on our usual BDRC 
contact numbers. 
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Disability Information Open 
Days 

 

Thanks to Neighbourhood Renewal 
Funding the BDRC were recently able 
to hold information markets in the  
wards of Perry Barr, Handsworth 
Wood, Longbridge and Kings Norton. 
These information markets took place 
at various Community and Day  
centres in February and March with 
the last being delivered April. These 
events gave local people in these 
wards the opportunity to ask  
questions and obtain information not 
only from us but also representatives 
from other services who offer  
support and information on housing, 
equipment, employment & training 
and benefit entitlement. Well over 150 
people were able to get the  
information they were looking for and 
all in all everyone who attended  
enjoyed being able to gather so much 
information in one place.   
 

��������	
�	���
��
�	�����������	
�	���
��
�	�����������	
�	���
��
�	�����������	
�	���
��
�	���
��	�������	�������	�������	������ ���

 

Citysave Credit Union 
 

Citysave Credit Union is a not for 
profit organisation offering easy 
saving, low cost loans and other 
financial services. Membership is 
open to anyone who lives or works in  
Birmingham. Citysave currently has 
over 7,200 members. It provides its 
services to a diverse population with 
a team of friendly staff. Citysave is a 
mutual financial organisation, owned 
and run by it’s members for it’s          
members. Interest on loans is low; 
with a fixed repayment and free life 
insurance* that will cover the value of 

the loan, should anything happen to 
you. There are no set up or                  
arrangement fees and no penalties 
for clearing loans early.  For example 
£1000 borrowed over 12 months can 
cost a total of £1066.20 including         
interest. 
 

Citysave attended several of the  
Birmingham Disability Resource  
Centre Outreach Information Days 
during the months of March and April.  
These were very useful events where 
we were able to give advice to people 
who have trouble managing their  
finances or are financially excluded.  
Some very good contacts were made 
with employment, voluntary,  
education and training,         
social and support groups. 
The Credit Union is      
authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Services          
Authority and is a member 
of the Financial Ombudsman Scheme 
and Financial Compensation 
Scheme, which safeguards members’ 
saving. Citysave is also a great place 
to save for holidays and Christmas. 
 

To find out more go to  
www.citysave.org.uk  or visit the City 
Centre office at 16 Waterloo Street, 
Birmingham B2 5UG or call 
0121 303 4013/4075.  
 

( *terms and conditions apply) 
 

Source:Harby Sondhi—Marketing  
Officer Citysave  

 
Next Edition’s Featured Article  

 

The next edition of the BDRC         
Newsletter will feature an article from 

HouseProud, the award winning 
scheme that offers a Service to       

people with disabilities of all ages.   



  

 

Director   Tony Davis  
Director   Dave Nichols  
Director   Irene Wright  
Director   Carol Smith-Ellis  
 
Volunteers 
 

David Hammerton 
John Doherty 
Denise McConnell 
Dave Robinson 
Viru Chauhan 
Nuala Ryan  
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Who’s Who at the BDRC? 
Staff, Volunteers and  

Board of Directors 2007  
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Bierton Road 
Yardley 
Birmingham 
B25 8PQ 
 

Tel: 0121 789 7365 
Fax: 0121 785 0104 
www.disability.co.uk  

 

Staff Team 
 

Chief Executive   
 

Louise Simmons  
 
Central Services Department 
 

Barbara Dankert  
Syed Shah 
Bernie Fogarty        
Penny Hughes 
 
Information Department  
 

Toni Cuddihy   
John Boular  
 
Counsellor 
 

Julie Carnell   
 
Employment & Training Projects & 
Action Research 
 

Mohammed Vaseem 
Hayley Ridewood 
Patricia Penado 
John Ellis 
Peter Millington  
 

 
Business Development, Training & 
Access Auditing 
 

Alan Cornfield  
Elaine Watson 
Pamela Woodward   
 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairperson  Tim Phillips 
Vice Chairperson Andy Beaton 
 

Treasurer  Cora Jones 
 

. 
Room Hire At The BDRC 

 
Need an accessible venue for your 
meeting or conference? Then book 
our facilities at the Birmingham  
Disability Resource Centre. 
 
Rooms from 10 to 50 people  
Catering can also be provided 
 
For booking form and menu, contact  
Barbara Danckert  at The BDRC 
Telephone  0121 789 7365 
Minicom     0121 789 9230 
 


